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The Law Enforcement degree emphasizes the law enforcement aspect
of the criminal justice system. This degree offers the law enforcement
student a general understanding of the police officer’s multifaceted
role in the United States. It also prepares the student with the basic
foundations of police work for possible employment opportunities with
local, state and federal governments, and private industry.

Most law enforcement officers are employed by the security industry and
local, county, and state governments. They have duties that range from
providing security to controlling traffic to preventing and investigating
crimes. They maintain order, enforce laws and ordinances, issue traffic
summonses, investigate accidents, present evidence in court, serve legal
documents for the court system, and apprehend, arrest and process
prisoners. Career opportunities include positions as private investigators,
security officers, loss-prevention officers, police officers, sheriff and
deputy officers, criminal investigators, game wardens, private detectives,
and bailiffs.

Many law enforcement agencies encourage the applicants to take post-
secondary school training in law enforcement-related subjects. Many
entry-level applicants for police jobs have completed some formal post-
secondary education and a significant number are college graduates.
Knowledge of a foreign language is an asset in many federal agencies
and urban departments.

Additional information on professional requirements and qualifications
may be obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, at www.bls.gov (https://www.bls.gov).

NOTE: An articulation agreement exists with the New Mexico Department
of Public Safety that makes it possible to receive college credit for
experience and/or training.
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